On behalf of the Mormon Battalion congratulations for having earned the rank of Eagle.

How many have ancestor’s that were part of the Mormon Battalion?  What are we doing individually and collectively to remember and honor these great men, women and children?

If the recipient has ancestor(s) in the Battalion tell who they are their birthdate, what company they were in and whether or not they made it to California, or tell which sick detachment they were in and any details of interest about the ancestor.


Brief history:  In the summer of 1846 Col. James Allen asked members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints for 500 volunteers to fight the war with Mexico he was not well received. It was not until Brigham Young said it was the proper thing to do and the money raised would help the Saints with their westward movement and it would show allegiance to the United States of America. Each man was given  $42.00 for uniform because the Government didn’t have any.  The wages the members of the Mormon Battalion for the most part was sent to help their families. The youngest member of the Battalion was 15 years old the oldest was 67. The Battalion was told by President Young if they kept the commandments they would not see battle.  This prophecy was fulfilled. Dr. George B. Sanderson when he reviewed the Battalion said the Battalion would not be remembered for their fighting but for the service they would render. We could spend hours talking about what they accomplished.
Journal accounts recount that members of the Battalion walked through hot sand with animal hide or worn out clothing for boots because they had literally walked out of their boots and were bare foot.
Much of the modern highway system uses the trail the Mormon Battalion blazed.
When the Battalion was discharged Col. Phillip St. George Cook said:
History may be searched in vain for an equal march of infantry. Half of it has been through a wilderness where nothing but savages and wild beasts are found, or deserts where, for want of water, there is no living creature. There, with almost hopeless labor we have dug deep wells, which the future traveler will enjoy. Without a guide who had traversed them, we have ventured into trackless table-lands where water was not found for several marches. With crowbar and pick and axe in hand, we have worked our way over mountains, which seemed to defy aught but the wild goat, and hewed a passage through a chasm of living rock more narrow than our wagons. To bring these first wagons to the Pacific, we have preserved the strength of our mules by herding them over large tracts, which you have laboriously guarded without loss. The garrison of four presidios of Sonora concentrated within the walls of Tucson, gave us no pause. We drove them out, with their artillery, but our intercourse with the citizens was unmarked by a single act of injustice. Thus, marching half naked and half fed, and living upon wild animals, we have discovered and made a road of great value to our country.

In 1912, when the rank of Eagle was introduced the rank progression was: First Class, Life, Star, Eagle.
Required badges for Life first aid, athletics, life-saving, personal health, and public health five additional required for Star.  This rank order was changed to the current order in the 1925 printing of the Scout Handbook.
Only requirement for Eagle in 1912 was 21 merit badges one did not have to either a Life or Star to receive Eagle. It is interesting to note that the first recipient of the Eagle in the United States, Arthur Eldred, did not earn either the Life or Star rank.
In 1914 the requirements changed to 11 of the 21 required for Eagle. It is interesting to note that the first recipient of the Eagle in the United States, Arthur Eldred, did not earn either the Life or Star rank.

If the Battalion was formed today and the young men were to join they would have earned most if not all of the required merit badges for Eagle. Some they would have earned are:

First Aid:
Hiking:
Camping:
Citizenship in the Community, Nation and World
Environmental Science
Cooking
Personal Fitness

There are many others they would have earned.  Pick 5-10 from the following list to either mention or talk about

	American Business
1975/1994
American Cultures
1995/1995
American Heritage
1987/1993
American Labor
1987/1987
Animal Science
2001/2000
Archaeology
1997/1997
Archery
1987/1986
Architecture
1995/1995
Art
2002/1968
Astronomy
1983/1983
Athletics
1964/1983
Atomic Energy
1983/1994
Auto Mechanics
2001/2000
Aviation
2001/2000
Backpacking
1995/1983
Basketry
1986/1986
Bird Study
1999/1999
Bugling See Music
1999/1994
Camping
2000/1999
Canoeing
1998/1998
Chemistry
1991/1996
Cinematography
2002/1990
Citizenship in the Community*
1984/1993
Citizenship in 
the Nation*
1984/1993
Citizenship in 
the World*
1993/1995
Climbing
2000/1999
Coin Collecting
1975/1975
Collections
1991/1991
Communications*
1999/1997
Computers
1993/1993
Cooking
2002/1986
Crime Prevention
1996/1997
Cycling*
1998/1996
Dentistry
2002/2002
Disabilities Awareness
1993/1993
Dog Care
1984/1984
Drafting
1993/1993
Electricity
1996/1996
Electronics
1999/1996
Emergency Preparedness*
1995/1995
	Energy
1987/1978
Engineering
2001/2000
Entrepreneurship
1998/1997
Environmental Science*
1999/1998
Family Life*
1991/1991
Farm Mechanics
1998/1997
Fingerprinting
1983/1983
Fire Safety
1995/1995
First Aid*
1998/1995
Fish and Wildlife
Management
1987/1990
Fishing
2002/2002
Fly Fishing
2002/2002
Forestry
1984/1984
Gardening
1982/1982
Genealogy
1988/1988
Geology
1985/1985
Golf
1977/1994
Graphic Arts
1999/1998
Hiking
2000/1999
Home Repairs
1993/1993
Horsemanship
1987/1994
Indian Lore
1996/1996
Insect Study
1993/1985
Journalism
1999/1999
Landscape Architecture
2002/2002
Law 
1975/1996
Leatherwork 
1983/1983
Lifesaving *
2002/2000
Mammal Study 
1972/1972
Medicine 
1991/1991
Metalwork 
2002/2001
 
Model Design 
and Building 
1982/1993
Motorboating 
1998/1997
Music
1998/1994
Nature 
1991/1991
Oceanography 
1995/1993
Orienteering 
1992/1992
Painting 
1983/1983
Personal Fitness *
1999/1999
Personal 
Management*
1998/1997
	Pets
1984/1995
Photography
1994/1995
Pioneering
1993/1993
Plant Science
1983/1983
Plumbing
1989/1999
Pottery
1969/1969
Public Health
1996/1996
Public Speaking
1969/1992
Pulp and Paper
1993/1993
Radio
2002/1998
Railroading
1992/1993
Reading
1993/1993
Reptile and 
Amphibian Study 
1993/1993
Rifle Shooting
2002/1990
Rowing
1998/1999
Safety
1998/1997
Salesmanship
1987/1987
Scholarship
1988/1988
Sculpture
1969/1969
Shotgun Shooting
1989/1989
Skating
1999/1999
Small -Boat Sailing
1999/1997
Snow Sports
1999/1999
Soil and Water 
Conservation 
1995/1995
Space Exploration
1990/1990
Sports*
1996/1996
Stamp Collecting
2001/2000
Surveying
1992/1992
Swimming*
2002/2000
Textile
1972/1972
Theater
1999/1999
Traffic Safety
2002/2001
Truck Transportation 
1973/1973
Veterinary Medicine
1996/1996
Waterskiing
1999/1999
Weather
1999/1999
Whitewater
1989/1989
Wilderness Survival 
2002/1984
Wood Carving
2002/1994
Woodworking
2001/2001



Once again congratulations for earning your Eagle.



3

